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And the Phoenix shall rise...

God and the California Fires

What is God thinking here with the California fires? Or, for
that matter, with ALL that is going wrong in our world?

Anyone who believes in God -- and certainly anyone who
believes in a God Who gives us the power to create our own
reality, and Who co-creates that reality with us -- has to ask
that question, yes?

Yes.

I'm asking that question today. What in the world is God
thinking here? A million people evacuated from their
homes? Thousands of dwellings destroyed? Acreage half the
size of Rhode Island lost?

If God is, indeed, the Sum of the Collective Consciousness
of All That Is (and, logically then, of every human being),
the question we must ask ourselves is, What in the world
are WE thinking? What motive in the Collective
Consciousness of Humanity does this California fires event
serve?

I believe that we in the United States may be in for a
number of cataclysmic events such as 9/11, Katrina, and
the California fires as this nation -- for the first time in its
long history -- begins to experience that it is no more
impervious to disaster (nhatural or man-made) than any
other nation. The century of American dominance (and,
some might say, American "luck" -- when virtually no major
misfortune touched the land) is over. And there may very
well be a collective will on the part of Humanity (and not
only that portion living outside of the United States) to bring
this nation as close to an awareness of its own fragility as
every other nation on the earth. Fragility produces humility,
and few would argue that America could benefit from a dose
of humility right now.
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Humanity might also right now be teaching itself about its
own need to create community -- helping and healing
communities, some temporary and some more permanent -
- to face the predictably extraordinary challenges of the
21st Century. For the past dozen decades (and increasingly
in the last five or six) we have seen a break up of the
Community Human as families have disunited and cultures
have homogenized and the people of the earth have
increasingly become more and more freed by modern
technologies and less dependent on each other -- or seemed
to have done so.

In reality, an experience of our Oneness and our
Interdependence is more needed now than ever before, as
we march seemingly obliviously toward the brink of our own
self-destruction. Only an awareness of our Oneness and
Interdependence can save us now, methinks. Only a
complete clarity that we ARE all one can turn the tide of
events in favor of sustainability on the earth. And so, the
Body Human will do everything in its power to remind its
Individuations of this truth.

What the fires in California have produced -- as have all
catastrophic events in human history -- is an onrush of
humans helping humans; an instant awareness of our All-
In-The-Same-Boatness; a heart-exploding willingness to
extend ourselves for others, emerging from an outbursting
consciousness that there ARE no "Others."

The fires have also re-oriented us once more, restoring our
Larger Perspective on life, reminding us of what is really
important, allowing us to find gratitude once again for that
which is right in our lives, and helping us become clear once
more that the quality of our experience upon the earth has
nothing to do with "stuff' and everything to do with stuff-
ING as much love as we possibly can into every
moment...love for ourselves and love for as many others as
we can embrace.

Yes, like 9/11, the California fires are reflecting us back to
ourselves. In their unremitting flames will our smallest ideas
of who we are be consumed.

...and the Phoenix shall rise from the ashes...

Today we send our prayers and our spiritual intentions to all
those whose experience of these past horrific days in
California has been personal and deeply impacting. We hold
in our hearts the knowledge that God -- the Collective
Energy and the Group Consciousness of All Life -- creates
only healing, sometimes in forms that individuals do not
recognize, but always in forms that produce the self-same
result. For Life in every instance supports the sustaining and
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the expansion of Life Itself, and so will it be in this instance
as well.
Amen, and Amen.

~Neale Donald Walsch

(The third part of the three-part series on Myanmar and the
New Spirituality will appear next week.)

Questions & Comments from CwG
Readers

My name is Penny and the only word that seems to sum up
how I felt when | read your books was wow!

Neale, these are the questions that your books have raised
for me. (1) 1 still don't understand why people in
relationships, especially families, constantly hurt each other,
and the relationships go up and down. Is it karma being
worked out from past lives? (2) In CwG, Book 1, God says
the color white does not mean without color, it means color
inclusive. Does this apply to race? Does this mean that a
white person represents all of the other races combined? As
an African-American, I'm curious why God created different
races, and His/Her thoughts on the current race issues. |
know that no one race is superior to another, but | just need
to hear it from God... though | already know. (3) Are you
sure there is no devil? Who was Lucifer? There is evil in this
world, but is the source solely man? Is there no bogeyman
out there? Do you realize if we truly believe this, how much
fear this releases-and what potential it shows we have? (4)
How do | release my great level of fear about everything?
(5) Is God a "he" or a "she?" Which is it? And what should
we call her? Does she mind? Does she even care? | could
never have asked such a facetious question before reading
your book. (6) Are there any good organized religions that
incorporate most of God's true messages? | was raised a
Catholic, but left the church when | started my search for
truth. 1 don't know what to label myself now, except "Child
of God". | totally believe in Jesus (because he answered me
time and time again), so | suppose that makes me a
Christian of sorts. | believe in a lot of New Age thought, but
not all. So I might be a Christian New Age Mystic. (Smile)
And finally (7), how can | talk to the Goddess? Will She talk
to me, even with all my fears and doubts? How do | connect
with Her? This sounds crazy, but | want to hear Her say she
loves me, too, and feel her love. | want to spend my life
helping others that are less fortunate, but | need to ask Her
what area | should help out in-AIDS, homelessness, kids?
Where! Can you help me? | hope that you can feel the
sincerity of my message, and | have faith that you will
answer me. With much love and thanks. Penny.
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My wonderful, wonderful Penny, of course I am going to
answer you! And what a letter! | could write a book from
this one! Let's take your questions in order.

(1) People hurt each other in relationships because they do.
They do it because they do, Penny. There is no larger
reason for it, such as "working out karma from past lives",
etc. It's just something that happens. It's part of life.
Remember these two important teachings, Penny:

- No one acts inappropriately, given their model of the
world.

- All attack is a call for help.

People hurt each other because they want something they
think they can't have, or have something they don't want.
They are in one of the above two conditions, and they don't
know what to do about it. They think that the only method
of getting their way, having their desires met, etc., is to
hurt another. They do not have to do this, but they do not
know that. They do not understand how to "have what they
want,"” or "not have what they don't want," without hurting
one another.

The problem is education, not intent.

Greet each instance of hurt with compassion and love.
Compassion for others' lack of understanding (we have all
been there at one time or another), love for others'
humanness, and their attempts - however apparently
misguided-to solve their dilemmas and keep on trying to
make their lives work.

We are engaged here in a process of becoming. Of creating.
Of being. Some of us are "being" more than others. That's
just how it Is. That's what I call "Isness.” It's just what's
true. Accept that with a smile. Embrace that with love in
your heart. Understand, deeply, that no one wants to hurt
you. They simply do it inadvertently, or perhaps, indeed, on
purpose, because they know no other way to have the
experience they desire. The next time someone hurts you,
ignore the hurt and go to the only question which matters:
What do you want or need so badly that you feel you have
to hurt me to get it? You can ask this question silently, in
your heart, or, if you have a particularly open and honest
relationship with the other person, you can actually address
the question verbally.

Try it sometime. It is a terrific argument stopper. It is a
terrific abuse ender.

What do you want or need so badly that you feel you have
to hurt me to get it?
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What is it you want to have, or feel, right now?

Is there a way | can help you to have that without giving up
who | am?

Even asked silently, in your own heart, these questions can
change the moment so dramatically, so immediately, so
powerfully, that you won't even know what happened. And
your "partner” in the dance will wonder what new level of
mastery you've gone to! There's much more to say on this
subject.

(2) | cannot speak for God here, Penny. And while I've said
that, let me make that statement about everything that
appears in these letters. These letters are not an extension
of the Conversations with God books.

I am not presently at the level where | can sit down any
time | wish and begin receiving the kind of information that
came through me for that book at my whim. As | explained
in CwG, Book 1, those writings took a year to come through.
Another year for CwG, Book 2. And even longer for CwG,
Book 3 and the rest of the books. So | do not claim the
letter you are holding in your hand to be a direct channeling
from God, or inspired writing, a term | do use to describe
the CwG books. These letters to readers reflect what | have
gotten out of the books myself. They are my
understandings, based on many years of "taking dictation"
for the books. | want to be clear on that. | want to get as
far away as | can from any paradigm which suggests that
"What Neale Says is What God Says." It would be a huge-I
mean, monumental-mistake to create such a paradigm
around me.

Now, to your questions on race, Penny. | do not believe that
the so-called "white race" represents all other races
combined, but rather, it is simply one more off-shoot of the
Mother Race, with skin pigmentations and physical
characteristics that are nothing more or less than the result
of biological survival imperatives in the earliest stages of
human development, based upon conditions existent for the
various peoples on the planet at that time. These races
continue to proliferate as a result of the hereditary gene
pool which was formulated at that time and then passed on
through succeeding generations.

As to "why God created different races,"” | do not think God
sat down one pleasant morning and said "l shall create
many different races, each of a different color and
characteristic.” I think that God simply allows the process of
life to exist, and that it is out of the process of life that all
things are created. Not just races, but volcanoes.
Hurricanes. Earthquakes. Human errors and mistakes.
Travesties of justice. Goodness and mercy. You name it. |
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don't think that God sits up there somewhere and creates
these "terms and conditions" of the human experience one
by one, or even all at once, with a single master stroke. |
think that God simply created life itself, as we have defined
it in the physical universe, with an extraordinary set of laws
which govern the who, what, where and why of things. The
discipline of science is man's attempt to uncover those laws,
to understand them, and then to work with them to produce
desired results. There is even a spiritual movement called
Religious Science, which is based on the thought that God's
laws are understandable by man, and may be used with
predictable and consistent results.

As to God's "thoughts on the current race issues," | don't
know about that. You'd have to ask Her. | do have an idea,
however, of how God might answer that question. | believe
God might say, "Human beings have exhibited an
extraordinary penchant for taking anything which renders
them different, and allowing that to separate them.

You have created a species which does not tolerate
differences very well. It is this single human failing which
has led to the massive misery which visits your planet. If
you could just get over your differences, and stop seeing
them as that which separates you; if you could just focus
with love on those aspects of your being which you hold in
common-the desire for peace, the wish to love and be
loved, the hope for a life of dignity in a world of choices
which are free, the yearning for an opportunity to each rise
to your highest potential, and the earnest and unending
urging within you to express the very best that you are-if
you could see these as the aspects of humanity that matter,
encouraging and fostering, nurturing and empowering them,
rather than empowering your fear, anger, hatred, and
distrust over your differences, then the whole of the human
experience would change forevermore, and you would be in
the paradise | had originally created for you."

As | interpret CwG, | also believe God would say: "My
singular treasure, Penny: Of course it is true that no one
single race is 'superior’ to another. Superiority of any kind
does not exist in ultimate reality, for you are all 'superior,’
and thus none more superior than another. This is what is
meant by the teaching that you were created, all of you, in
the 'image and likeness of God.' This is what is meant by
the profound statement upon which your very nation was
built: '...all men are created equal.™

Finally, 1 believe that God would make one closing, and
extraordinary, statement: "It is also true, Penny, that not
even | am 'superior' to you. When you understand this, you
will know the grandest gift of God: that each of you is
endowed with the wisdom and the power and the perfection
and the love of that which is God Itself, for you are what |
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Am. This is necessarily true because what I Am is all there
is. The only 'difference’ between us, Penny, is that | know
this and you do not." This is what | truly believe God would
say, my new friend, and who is to deny that He has said it
just now?

(3) Yes, Penny, | am sure there is no devil. For greater
clarity on this point, reread pages 14, 24-25, 51, 53, 61,
85, 154,196, and 204 of CwG Book 1. | could add nothing
here that would be more eloquent.

(4) Franklin Roosevelt said it with remarkable clarity: "We
have nothing to fear but fear itself.” You will release
yourself from fear, Penny, when you realize that there is
nothing to be afraid of. What is the worst that can happen?
In any situation? Well, that you will die, of course. That's
about the worst, right? And that might just be the best thing
that's ever happened to you. People who have died and
returned to their body, people who have had NDE's (near-
death experiences), fear nothing. Did you know that? They
fear nothing. Do you know why? Because they have gotten
very clear that there is nothing to fear-not even death.
Fear is an announcement that you do not believe in God.
For if a God exists, why would He want anything less than
what is best for you? Yet if you are having experiences that
you judge to be less than "the best", who is at cause in the
matter? God? Or could it be you?

Yet do not denounce fear, Penny, and neither condemn it.
For fear is merely the opposite of love, and without it, love
could not exist in your reality. Therefore love your fear. You
might even say, love it to death.

(5) God is neither a "he" nor a "she." God has no form
which is permanent, save that form which you would call
formlessness. Yet God can, and does, take whatever form
and whatever shape God knows you will understand. And
no, God does not "care" what you call Him, as long as you
call Her. That is to say, don't ignore Him. This is not
because She is lonely and needs your company. It is
because God's greatest pleasure is to be there for you, in as
large a way as you will permit, in whatever form you will
allow yourself to recognize. Do you recognize God in the
form of a flower? How about an inspired melody? The
whisper of the wind? The softness of the new fallen snow?
How about the face of your persecutor? Do you recognize
God in the person of your villain? If you do not, you do not
know God at all, nor understand Her ways, nor have any
idea at all what He is up to. Only when you see God
everywhere you look- everywhere-do you see God at all.
This is a difficult concept for most people to grasp; this is a
very hard truth for many to accept. Yet it is true. It is the
greatest truth ever told.
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(6) It is difficult for me to be anything but purely subjective
on this question, so | am tempted to not answer it, because
who cares what Neale Donald Walsch thinks? The important
thing is what you think. Check out the world’s religions.
Read up on them. Go to a few churches, synagogues,
mosques, temples and houses of prayer. See what you
think. Feel what you feel. Your truth will be made clear to
you.

Now, while there are good things in most religions, | want
to remind you of what CwG says on this topic. It says that
religion is man's attempt to explain the inexplicable, and
that in this it does not do a very good job. | agree with
CwG's wisdom on this. | think there is a vast difference
between "religion” and "spirituality.” | seek to practice
spirituality, not religion. Still, if I were looking for a "good
organized religion," here's what | would seek, and here's
what | would avoid:

I love ritual, and | also love factual information which helps
me to understand things. So many of the churches today
offer a preponderance of either one or the other, either
explaining everything about God so factually that it all
seems too dry, or moving toward the experience of God so
ritualistically that there is only "airy-fairyness," and nothing
to engage the mind. So I look for a church which combines
and mixes the factual and the ritual, thus touching, and
allowing me to experience, all of the parts of me: body,
mind and spirit.

I know that God exists and acts in, as, and through
everyone and everything, and so | am uncomfortable in
churches or groups which tend to deify one particular being,
however holy, over others. | believe that other-being-
centered religions can be dangerous, because they offer a
temptation to substitute the holy being around which the
movement revolves for one's own holiness, one's own truth,
one's own divinity, and to that degree they delay the
spiritual quest and betray the spiritual experience to which
life invites all of us. For this reason | avoid other-being-
centered churches, where individual thinking and individual
experience is virtually not allowed if it so much as
questions, much less contradicts, the teachings of the Holy
Other.

I know that God is neither a man nor a woman, neither
black nor white, but takes whatever form God chooses, for
whatever purpose God declares. | also know that God finds
no one sex, race, color or type of human being superior to,
or more "holy" than, any other. And so I look for churches
and spiritual organizations that honor the God and the
Goddess, that elevate, and give equal opportunity to, men
and women, and that deny no one the chance to create holy
ritual and perform sacred service as priests, bishops,
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ministers, teachers and leaders.

I know that God speaks directly to and through human
beings in this day and time, and has in all days and times,
and for this reason | avoid any church, sect or philosophy
that holds that man cannot have direct, immediate, two-
way communication with God, but insists, rather, that an
intermediary or particular process is required-which just
happens to be the intermediary or process around which
that religion or philosophy is formed.

I know that there is no "one right way" to approach God,
experience God, love God and bring the direct experience of
God into one's life, and because | know this | dismiss at
once any church, religion, group, sect, cult or clan that
claims and asserts that its teachings are the only true
teachings, that its way is the one true way, and that any
other teaching or way, no matter how sincere or well
intended, can only lead to damnation and the angry,
unmerciful curse of the very God to whom one is reaching
out.

These are my personal guidelines, Penny, and they don't
have to be yours. The difficulty with these guidelines is that
they tend to eliminate virtually every organized religion on
the face of the earth. So there you have it.

(7) And now Penny, to your last question: you can speak
directly to Goddess/God any time, any place. You do speak
to Him with every thought, every word, every idea, every
choice, every action. You cannot not talk to God. And God
talks back to you every day in a million ways. She may even
be talking to you now. Listen...look...

God bless you, Penny. You're a marvelous work, and a
wonder.

Love, Neale.

The CwG Foundation is a non-profit organization and is
extremely grateful for every bit of public support we
receive. If you enjoy receiving our FREE Weekly Bulletin,
and if you believe that there is value in the other work that
we do, we hope you will consider making a donation.

Even the smallest amount helps us
continue offering valuable resources to
our world, including this Bulletin and
Books for Friends. If we received only a
quarter a week from just those people

who receive this Bulletin each week, it
would give us a tremendous boost.

Please click here to make a contribution.
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The CwG Weekly Bulletin is written and compiled by Neale
Donald Walsch, Joanna Gabriel, Rose Wolfenbarger, Marion
Black, Brandon Klayman and other friends and associates,
working together to bring you all the value that we can from
the CwG material and experience.

If you would like to connect with us with any comment,
question, or sharing, please visit us online

If you would like to send a comment or a question to Neale here at the Weekly Bulletin, you may do so by
addressing an email to: weeklybulletinresponse@CwG.org

Please note that because of the volume of mail that we receive, it is possible your letter will not get printed

here. However, we do our best to see that all letters get a response, if not directly from Neale, then from a
CwG Foundation staff person, or LEP participant.
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